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Analysis of The Phantom of the Opera through Lenses of the Book: Love vs. Jealousy
Love is a concept that even the most dangerous creatures resonate with or identify with. Leroux depicts a love triangle between a young lady (Christine) and two other men who have completely different sides. While one represents the light, the other represents the darkness, and they all pull Christine towards each side. This paper argues that Leroux, in his novel The Phantom of the Opera, depicts how Christine is attracted to both sides of light and darkness, and despite each character's constant profession of their affection for her; neither of them proves to be trustworthy or upright in the romantic relationship with Christine.
Leroux's novel paints a picture of a mythical love triangle between Christine and her two suitors, the Phantom (Erik) and Raoul, her childhood friend. Leroux depicts the novel's major conflict, which is the love triangle between the trio (Christine, Erik, and Raoul). Both Erik and Vicomte de Chagny (Raoul) are in love with Christine, and each wants to prove to her that he is worth being with her. At first, Vicomte struggles to meet with Christine; as the narrator writes, "Vicomte de Chagny tried in vain to meet her" (Leroux 41). Raoul's affection for Christine started when they were young before Christine became a singer. Even years later, after staying out of each other's face, Raoul still felt the same affection he had for her many years ago. As the narrator writes, "the first time that Raoul saw Christine at the Opera, he was charmed by the girl's beauty and the sweet images of the past which it evoked" (Leroux 46).
However, Christine's encounter and experience with the outside world changed her perception of emotions. She was no longer the simple and innocent girl she was at a young age when they met with Raoul. Another figure had also entered her life, and everything changed. Christine had been in conversation with the ghost of the opera for quite some time, and the more she interacted with him, the more she was drawn closer to her. The man who is described as the ghost of opera introduces himself to Christine as Erik. He also demonstrates his affection for Christine. Erik engages in different evil acts to show his affection for Christine; as Christine says, "he would commit murder" for her (Leroux 106). Despite his violent domination attempts, Christine sometimes finds it irresistible to the charms of Erik. However, Leroux presents how Christine sometimes demonstrates ambiguity in her choice of romance.
Even though they both feel love and affection for Christine, Erik and Raoul respond by default with jealousy, which further affects their relationship with Christine. Erik feared Christine's rejection, which results in his kidnapping of Christine and forces her to remain loyal to him. Erik uses a ring as a symbol of unity with Christine. Christine says that when Erik gave him a ring, he told her that the ring should always be on her finger and that as long as she put it on, the "will be protected against all danger and Erik will remain" her friend (Leroux 117). Through Erik's violent actions, he is unable to form a relationship of mutual trust with Christine. Raoul, on the other hand, also has doubts about Christine's feelings for him.
In conclusion, Leroux's text depicts love and jealousy between the trio (Christine, Erik, and Raoul). The trio is engaged in a love triangle characterized by domineering and mistrust as each suitor tries to express his affection to Christine. Even though Christine eventually gets drawn towards Raoul, he (Raoul) still had doubts about her true feelings. Leroux's text presents the unproductive and harmful affections between Christine and Erik, and Raoul.
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